
FAQ on COVID Protocols 2021 - 2022

1. When will the mask policy be reviewed or altered?

We will review the mask policy on an ongoing basis in coordination with our consultants and
based upon updated guidance from the CDC and our state and local health department. For
the start of the school year, we are focused on returning to all of our core teaching functions
and ensuring we have no safety issues. Once the school year is in motion, we will look at
altering the mask policy.

2. Why is everyone fully masked indoors?

CDC, AAP, and NYSED have all recommended indoor mask usage in schools regardless of
vaccination status. Future governor Hochul has also indicated she intends to mandate masks
for this coming school year. The policy is set across the Diocese and to ensure we begin the
year as safely as possible. The policy will be reviewed again later in the year. Even though
children remain at an exceptionally low risk of severe symptoms of COVID-19, some of our
students are immune compromised or return home to loved ones with preexisting conditions.
We are trying to protect our most vulnerable from the risks associated with this highly
contagious disease and hope to alter this policy later in the school year.

3. Can my child opt out of the mask policy with a note or if they are vaccinated?

No.

4. Can teachers remove masks if they are vaccinated?

No. Masks are mandatory for the start of the school year for everyone regardless of
vaccination status.

5. Why are students permitted to eat in the cafeteria when they were not last year?

Our cafeteria has better air circulation and a higher volume of air than a regular classroom.
Based on recent data and our consultants recommendation, we believe it is safer to have
students eat in the larger cafeteria compared to the classroom where students remain all
day.

6. Why are class changes permitted this year and why are students not remaining in cohorts?

Cohorting students and leaving them in the same room the entire day places everyone in the
room at a higher degree of risk if someone tests positive because of the duration of exposure.



By changing locations of classes and keeping windows open, we are actually reducing the risk
of COVID-19 transmission.

7. Can my child go remote at some point during the year?

No remote options will be offered this year short of a mandatory, extended school closure by
the state.

8. What are the protocols for quarantining this year?

As long as students remain masked this year, we do not anticipate any exposure or
quarantines resulting from positive cases in the classroom. Depending on individual
scenarios, we may need to quarantine students based on lunchroom seating, phys ed, or
outside school activity.

9. Why are students no longer six feet apart while in classrooms?

Minimum distancing is no longer mandatory, but we have kept 3 feet of distancing in
classrooms wherever possible. Distance only mitigates the risk of transmission through heavy
respiratory droplets produced by coughing or sneezing which are already mitigated through
our mask policy.

10. Will I be notified when someone in my child’s class tests positive for COVID?

If your child is in the same proximity as someone who tests positive, you will be notified that
you should remain more vigilant than usual for signs or symptoms of illness.

11. Will there be disinfection between class changes?

No, the CDC has not documented any instances of surface transmission of COVID, so we
have focused our efforts on mitigating the risk of aerosolized transmission.

12. Is there any specific protocol for international travel?

International travel is only restricted by the federal or state level government. If you travel,
please monitor government regulations, but there are no additional requirements in order to
return to school.

13. Is a COVID test required in order to return to school after having symptoms?

No. However, if your child has symptoms of illness outside of a preexisting and
documented condition, you should seek the advice of your medical provider and not return
your child to school until at least 48 hours after their fever has subsided. Your child’s
medical provider will indicate if your child should have a Covid test before returning to
school.

14. What else is being done to keep my child safe while they are at school?



- Over 90% of Diocesean faculty and staff have been fully vaccinated against COVID-19.
- We have conducted commercial grade air testing in each room to determine our baseline

level of clean air and air circulation.
- We will be leaving windows open as much as possible.
- The school building will undergo full disinfection at the end of the day.
- We will maintain 3 feet of physical distancing as much as possible.
- Unannounced visitors will not be permitted to enter the building. Visitors with an

appointment will be limited and masked at all times.
- Our COVID plan has been modified to reflect more recent policy and protocol updates.
- We remain engaged with a threat mitigation company specializing in COVID-19.
- We will have increased movement outside of your child’s classroom to reduce potential

duration of exposure to a positive individual.
- All faculty staff will be trained in our reopening protocols and how to monitor students

for COVID symptoms.

15. Am I required to quarantine if I have been vaccinated?

No. As long as you do not have any sign or symptoms of illness, you are not required to
quarantine.

16. Why am I not able to quarantine if the vaccine is not 100% effective against new variants?

There is no way to perfectly screen or mitigate the threat of COVID. Based on current CDC data,
we are not allowing quarantines for exposures if someone is fully vaccinated and remains
without symptoms. Please remain additionally vigilant and ensure proper mask usage for 14
days following your exposure period and you may get tested after day 3 of your exposure if you
are looking for an additional level of reassurance.

17. What are protocols for quarantine and isolation this year?

- Anyone positive must quarantine for 10 days from their first date of symptoms or date
of positive diagnosis if no symptoms are present.

- Anyone exposed to a positive individual must quarantine for 10 days.
- Day zero is the date of exposure, diagnosis, or first date of symptoms. Quarantine lasts

until the conclusion of the final day of quarantine or isolation.

18. Where can I find St. Mary’s formal reopening plan?

St. Mary’s has a tab on their website specially dedicated to sharing information:
https://stmary11030.org/reopening-plan

Follow up feedback and questions should be addressed to a specially appointed email account:
reopening@stmary11030.org.

https://stmary11030.org/reopening-plan
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